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THERE WILL PROBABLY BE no occasion for the reader of this manual
to copyright architectural plans or designs. For the record, however,
this is how it is done:

The artistic rendering of an architectural work is registered under
Class G2 (see page 216). The architect's plans, however, are registered
as a 'drawing of scientific or technical character' (II). In filling out
the I application, it is important to mark out the words in the first line
of italics that do not apply:

<, ..Drawing

The plans are a drawing, not a plastic work; the model probably is
plastic (which means a physical modelling, not 'the commercial ma-
terial 'plastic' now on the market). It is often hard to decide what
should be registered on G, what on I. The Copyright Office will prob-
ably accept either classification in doubtful cases.

In a court decision it was once ruled that the filing of an archi-
tect's plans at the city hall constituted publication of the plans, and
that the construction of the building was publication of the model,
design, or rendering. Many copyright authorities do not agree with
this interpretation, but in view of the fact that it has never been
superseded, and that once a work is 'published without notice* it is in
the public domain, it is well for architects to copyright their designs
and plans before any possible 'publication* in order to 'secure their
rights. If major changes are made in them from time to time, new
copyrights may be obtained, but minor changes do not justify a new
copyright.

A photograph of a building, once that building is constructed, is
neither publication nor infringement. Any building actually erected
is in the public domain in so far as it may be photographed, sketched,
or painted by anyone who wishes to do so. The resulting photograph
or Vork of art* may then be copyrighted by its owner, but the copy-
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